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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level 
descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to 
one another. Examiners are trained during the standardisation process on how and when to use 
annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring processes 
and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. 
The meaning of annotations and how they are used is specific to each component and is understood 
by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may 
see on copies of scripts. Note that there may not be a direct correlation between the number of 
annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation  Meaning  

Off-page 
comment  

Allows comments to be entered at the bottom of the RM marking window and 
then displayed when the associated question item is navigated to.  
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Task Answer Marks 

1(a) Data Dictionary  

 Appropriate table name identified e.g.  Product/Products 1 

 Appropriate layout for data dictionary 1 

1(b) Field names as given 1 

 Product code as primary key 1 

1(c) ProductCode, Manufacturer, ProductType, Model, Chipset, Memory fields with 
data type alphanumeric/text 

1 

 Socket field with data type alphanumeric/text 1 

1(d) SpeedInGHz data type numeric … 1 

 … set as floating point/real number/decimal 1 

 Slots, Cores, Threads data types numeric … 1 

 … set as integer 1 

1(e) At least 1 appropriate validation routine 1 

 At least 1 appropriate field length 1 

   

Task Answer Marks 

2(a) Database  

 Created with filename RCS_ZZ999_9999 1 

 4 data tables created 1 

2(b) Products table  

 Appropriate table name matches data dictionary .e.g. Product/Products 1 

 Alphanumeric fields match data dictionary 1 

2(c) ProductCode is the primary key field 1 

 SpeedInGHz field is numeric and decimal 1 

 Slots, Cores and Threads fields are numeric and integer 1 

 Price is set as currency …  1 

 … with 2 dp 1 
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Task Answer Marks 

2(d) At least 1 appropriate validation routine 1 

 At least 1 appropriate field length 1 

2(e) Customers table  

 Appropriate table name e.g. Customer(s), Client(s) 1 

 Correct 10 fields only  1 

2(f) Title and customer name data split into different fields … 1 

 Customer names/title split into atomic data (3 fields) … 1 

 Title and 2 name fields have appropriate field names 1 

2(g) CustID field set to primary key 1 

 CustID data type is integer or text 1 

 All other fields alphanumeric 1 

2(h) Discount table  

 Appropriate table name 1 

 Discount table has correct 2 fields only … 1 

 … identified as being duplicate data in original data file 1 

 Only 3 records 1 

2(i) DiscountCode set to primary key 1 

 Appropriate field names  1 

 DiscountRate field is numeric and decimal 1 

2(j) Orders table  

 Appropriate table name … 1 

 Correct 5 fields +ID field only 1 

 ID (or similar) field set to primary key …  1 

2(k) Appropriate field names  1 

 OrderNo, ProductCode and DiscountCode are alphanumeric/text 1 

 Quantity field is numeric 1 
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Task Answer Marks 

2(l) Relationships  

 Customer.CustID to Orders.CustID … 1 

 … one to many 1 

2(m) Products.ProductCode to Orders.ProductCode … 1 

 … one to many 1 

2(n) Discount.DiscCode to Orders.DiscountCode 1 

 … one to many 1 

   

Task Answer Marks 

3(a) Database report  

 Report exported as Step3_ZZ999_9999.pdf  1 

 … landscape orientation 1 

 … fits to 1 page wide 1 

 Appropriate title including candidate details 1 

3(b) 10 labels as shown 1 

 Only 3 company names addresses and zip code fields visible with no 
individual data. 

1 

 Report grouped by company name then order number 1 

 Company name, address and zip code in the company group header 1 

 Only product code, manufacturer, product type, model, quantity, price and 
discount rate in the detail row 

1 

3(c) Discount rate field formatted as % with 0dp 1 

 Calculated control for Product Price in detail row … 1 

 … with correct calculation for all records 1 

 … displayed as correct currency (matches price field)  1 

 … with 2 decimal places 1 
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Task Answer Marks 

4(a) Video desk1.mp4  

 Aspect ratio set to 16:9  1 

 Clip trimmed to start after 2 seconds 1 

 Clip trimmed to 16 seconds long 1 

 All audio removed from the clip 1 

 Exported as desk1_ZZ999_9999.mp4 with width 852 and height 480 1 

4(b) Desk1 screenshots  

 Screen shot of first frame saved as bg1.png 1 

 Screen shot of last frame saved as bg2.png 1 

   

Task Answer Marks 

5(a) Video file RCSvideo  

 0 seconds:  
bg1.png as background 

1 

 RCS new desks by A Candidate placed at top right…  1 

 … in appropriate size, sans-serif, with a red font 1 

 … wrapping as shown and right aligned 1 

 Audio track m26voice.mp3 starts.  1 

5(b) 4 seconds 1 

 Background remains but all text is removed 1 

5(c) 6 seconds 1 

 Background remains and The sitting/standing desk placed at top right of 
screen … 

1 

 … in the same style as the title and remains until 12 seconds 1 

5(d) 12 seconds 1 

 Video desk1.mp4 starts …  1 

5(e) Video file RCSvideo  

 End of video: bg2.png set as background for credits … 1 

 Credits scroll up the screen 1 
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Task Answer Marks 

5(f) Credits include: Video edited by: candidate details 1 

  … video by TMBvideo 1 

  … audio by Karla Marie 1 

 Credits appropriate colour selection, easily read, good contrast 1 

5(g) Whole video exported as RCSvideo_ZZ999_9999.mp4 1 

 


